Tunisian Frankia could fight soil desertification in Northern Africa.
Tunisian scientists in coopearation with Italian scientists have discovered relatively wide diversity of Frankia strains population in Tunisian soil.
Franki, that grow in marginally fertile soil, is able to establish nitrogen-fixing symbosis with tree and shrubs.
They indicated that this findings opens the perspective that African soil could be an interesting reservoir for the isolation of new actinorhizal strains and the selection of appropriate nitrogen-fixing actinorhizal systems that could be used as potential biofertilizers to counteract the progressive soil desertification which is a primary crucial environmental problem in Northern Africa.
 It will also replenish the reserves of nutrients, which are removed or lost from the soil making farming systems more productive, and sustainable in the long-term.
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