Islamic Development Bank: Guidance and Counselling / Post Study Activities
Annual Excellent Performance Award (EPA) Competition
GUIDELINES for COMPETITION
1. Local contact: Honorary Students' Counsellor (HSC), Counterpart Students’ Guide (CSG), Counterpart Organisation (CPO), Contact Point (CP), IDB Education Trust (IET) or IDB Graduate Association (IGA).

2 IDB Contact:

a) Br. Mamoon Al-Azami; (9662) 646-6831; Mobile: 966-50-890-4180;
E-mail: aalazami@isdb.org (office) OR aalazami@yahoo.com (web)
b) Br. Mohammad Iftekhar; 646-6836; Mobile: 966-50-876-6115; E-mail: miftekha@isdb.org 
c) Br. Syed Afzal Jamil; 646-6882; Mobile: 966-50-871-1182; E-mail: afzal@isdb.org 
d) IDB office timing - 8:00 am-4:00 pm (Saudi time); Sat-Wed each week. Thu & Fri closed.

3.
The TERMS of the Award:

A. Application: All details and an Application Form are available from HSC / CPO / CP / IET / IGA / IDB.
B. Quota: Total number of EPA winners are 75, who secure 80% marks, 50 undergraduate (SPMC) students (awarded locally), 20 SPMC graduates and 5 MSP/MSc Graduates (these 25 to be awarded in IDB).
C. Submission: SPMC Applications and papers to local contacts. MSP/MSc direct to IDB.
D. Assessment: Assessment/marking of SPMC will be by local contacts and MSP/MSc by IDB.
E. Selection: Final selection will be made by the IDB. There is no appeal against the decision.

F. Visa: IDB will seek visit visa for the winners and forward to local contacts. MSP/MSC to be notified direct.
G. Guidance: A brief paper on performing Umrah and visit to Madina will be provided by the IDB.

H. Duration: The visit is for 5 days net including 3-day management course in the IDB HQ.

I. Amount: Each winner will receive, through CPO/HSC/CP/IET, economy class most direct return flight. Pocket Allowance of US$ 200 will be paid on arrival at the IDB HQ as programmed. 
J. Expenses: Costs of food, accommodation and transport to holy places will be covered by IDB. 

K. Accommodation: The winners will stay in a furnished accommodation as a group, booked by IDB. 

L. Transport: Travelling to Makkah and Madina is likely to be by public or hired transport. 

M. IDB Management: Possible courtesy visit to the IDB management is subject to their availability.

N. Communications: All contacts regarding EPA is to local contact for SPMC and IDB for MSP/MSc.

O. Behaviour: The IDB will take action against anyone knowingly violating the Fard and Haram limits of Islam or showing unreasonable attitudes and behaviour. Also, you must follow the guidance given to you regarding your stay, food, transport and above all time-keeping & discipline.
4.  Personal Items to Bring:

A. Dress: Sufficient presentable / formal clothing for the period of stay. IDB visit should be in formal dress.
B. Ihram: At least one pair of unseemed cloth as Ihram (if you wish to perform Umrah before going to Madinah, put it on well before arriving at Jeddah Airport, otherwise compensation will be due in Makkah). No separate Ihram cloth is required for lady participants.  Their dress is considered as Ihram.
C. Hygiene: Personal hygiene items (toothpaste, brush, razor, comb, powder, etc.).

D. Camera: If you bring one, please note that taking pictures of the holy places is not allowed. You may use it in other permitted places. You may buy haramain pictures from the shops.
E. Alarm Clock: Bring an alarm clock to wake you for Fajr prayer. Receptionist can also wake you.

F. Notebook: A notebook and a pen for writing your thoughts, feelings or ideas.

G. Checklist: You may prepare a list of places to see and things to buy.

H. Undergarments (socks, vests etc). The weather is hot up to September (up to 47C) but cooler during October-January (25-35 C). Bring a small face towel as well.
I. For further detail and personal advice, SPMC winners to contact and attend (if arranged) a brief  meeting with local contacts before departure for Jeddah. MSP-MSc winners to contact OSP.
5. Flight Details to Tell the IDB: MOST IMPORTANT for All Graduates
A. The flight number, date and time and the name of the Airline 1 WEEK before flight.

B. The IDB can not arrange to receive you at Jeddah Airport without this information.

NOTE: Return flight date/seat must be confirmed before departure 
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